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THE MUSIC AND NEW LIFE OF GOD’S 
CREATION 

 
 Well, it appears that Spring may finally be on its way, 
after what seemed like a particularly long winter this year.  
Thus, in the last couple weeks, I have found myself outside 
enjoying the beauty of God’s creation.  And as I watched the 

girls playing or just spent some time taking in the sunshine and fresh air, I found myself sitting 
back and listening to the music around me – the music of nature.  Yes, nature can indeed be a 
form of music – birds chirping, the sound of flowing water, a warm and gentle breeze, etc.   
What a remarkable experience to be able to just sit and listen to God speaking, reflecting on 
what a magnificent feeling it is to be a part of God’s creation!  My life may be stressful at 
times, and there are certainly instances when the world makes me just want to scream, “Enough 
is enough,” but all those feelings seem to disappear during times like this.  Nothing can beat this 
feeling – the feeling of spring and the promise of new beginnings.   
 One of my favorite hymns in the United Methodist Hymnal is “This Is a Day of New 
Beginnings.”  The words to this hymn talk about how each ending is a new beginning.  No 
matter what endings we have in our lives, there is always a beginning on the other side – a 
chance for God to reveal God’s glory to us. 
 My thoughts also trailed off to all the praises and thanksgivings which I have in my life.  
Admittedly, I am as guilty as the next person in focusing on concerns rather than joys.  Too 
many times my prayers are “help me, help me, help me” rather than “thank you, thank you, 
thank you.”  But as I sat in that beauty, I was forced to change my tune and think about all the 
praises in my life – all the moments in which God has blessed me and in which I can feel God’s 
presence.  Though there may be rough times in life, I know that God is with me and will 
continue to be with me through it all. God is present in all my comings and in all my goings – I 
just seem to forget that sometimes.   
 Thank you, God, for being there for me and for being with me through everything.  I am 
grateful for the chance to serve you and to minister to those in need.  You have blessed me in so 
many ways – a great family, amazing friends, a loving wife and 3 beautiful daughters, a caring 
Church family, good health…the list goes on and on.  As I go about my day, I experience your 
presence in all that I do.  The birds chirping outside remind me that in you there is always a new 
beginning.  The sound of moving water is a sign that you are indeed the living water and in you 
I will never be thirsty.  Through the blowing breeze, I feel your Holy Spirit and experience your 
breath being blown on and through me.  How amazing you are! 
 I could go on for hours describing how in tune with my spiritual self I get through sitting 
in nature.  In my opinion, there is no greater way to get in touch with the divine.  The creation 
which God afforded us the privilege to live in is overwhelming and is a reminder of how truly 
blessed each of us is.   



 So, I challenge you all to do the same.  With Easter coming less than a month from now – 
carrying its promise of new life with it – take some time to reflect on new beginnings.  Praise 
God for what you have been given.  Enjoy the spring weather and rejoice in the hope it brings.   
 As we complete our Lenten journey of reflection, confession, and repentance, we 
approach the empty tomb as transformed people with a renewed spirit.  Take these promises 
with you the rest of the year and celebrate all the goodness which God has given to you.  Christ 
is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!  Go and live and tell your story as an Easter people filled with 
the love and hope of our risen Savior! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Believe it or not, Holy Week will be here soon!!!   
 
Jefferson UMC Holy Week Services: 
 

 Thursday, April 17, 7 p.m. – Maundy Thursday Service with Holy 
Communion 

 Friday, April 18, 6 p.m. – Jefferson Community Cross Walk, beginning at 
Baptist Church 

 Sunday, April 20, 8 a.m. – “Son-Rise” Service by the Cross out front 
 Sunday, April 20, approx. 8:15 a.m. – Easter Breakfast (please bring a 

dish to share) 
 Sunday, April 20, 9:30 a.m. – Easter Worship 
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We are afflicted in every way but not 
crushed, perplexed but not driven to 
despair, persecuted but not forsaken, struck 
down but not destroyed. 
- 2 Corinthians 4:8-9 

While women weep, as they do now, I’ll 
fight. While little children go hungry, as they 
do now, I’ll fight. While men go to prison, in 
and out, in and out, as they do now, I’ll fight. 
While there is a drunkard left, while there is 
a poor lost girl upon the streets, while there 
remains one dark soul without the light of 
God, I’ll fight. I’ll fight to the very end!  
- William Booth (English Methodist pastor 
who founded the Salvation Army) 

God of might, strengthen us to endure 
hardship and fight for justice, knowing you 
are with us until the end. 
 

 
 

 
Join us at the church on Thursday, 
April 17th  at noon with your own 
lunch and beverage to talk about: 

The Lion Women of Tehran  
by Marjan Kamali 

Upcoming books: 
May 

The Lotus Shoes 
by Jane Yang 

June 
James 

by Percival Everett 
 

We’d love to have you join us! 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
In case you have been wondering what goes into Susanna’s Cupboard:  
    

 EVERY DAY our guests can count on spaghetti sauce, pasta, tomatoes, 
peas, mixed veggies, carrots, corn, baked beans, and green beans.   

 EVERY DAY we offer mashed potatoes, sliced potatoes, or varieties of 
pasta, canned meat (tuna, chicken, hash, chili).         

 EVERY DAY  we have peanut butter and jelly, fruit cups, and canned 
pasta, and cereal, (including oatmeal packets and quick cook in the large 
cylinders)   

 EVERY DAY 2 quarts of shelf-stable milk,  pudding mix, 4 packets of 
Ramen noodles, 2 cans of soup and 2 packets of crackers. 

 EVERY DAY we offer things that people cannot by with EBT or SNAP 
cards:  2 wrapped toothbrushes, 2 razors, 2 rolls of toilet paper, feminine 
hygiene items. Rolls of paper towels 3 times a week.   

 
What we would love to offer, but cannot afford, would be cocoa mix, tea bags, 
coffee, sugar, flour, salt, condiments, salad dressing 
 
NOW we are coming to the end of knitted hat and sock season and will 
probably run out in April. HOWEVER, we will save any remaining hats and 
socks for next year’s cold weather. 
 
If you would like to become a member of Susanna’s team, you could be filling 
the cupboard, shopping to keep the stockroom ready, and assisting with 
planning and execution.  If this sounds to you like a way you would like to 
serve Jesus, please call Annette Sheldon at 440-479-8252. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 



 
 





 



 


