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for the transformation of the world. 
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Jefferson United Methodist Church 
125 East Jefferson Street 
Jefferson, OH 44047 
440-576-4561 
admin@jeffersonumc.com 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Office hours are 8:30 - 2:00 M-F   
Office closed 11:30 – 12:00 daily for lunch. 



 In the holiday movie, Jingle All the Way, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and Sinbad play fathers Howard and Myron – 
fathers who always seem to disappoint their sons by putting 
their work before their families.  Therefore, they both set out 
on a mission to buy the season’s hot holiday toy – Turbo Man 

– for their sons for Christmas day.  The problem is, they both forgot about it until 
the day before Christmas.  Thus, the movie finds them using any means necessary 
to battle the crowds on Christmas Eve and get the toy before it’s too late.  They 
fight off others who covet the same toy, run from store to store attempting to get it 
before the store sells out, and just do some plain nasty things to each other – only 
caring about themselves more than others.  Why in one scene, Howard even goes as 
far as to think about stealing the gift from under his neighbor’s tree – meant for his 
neighbor’s son.  And Myron uses a fake bomb threat to get his way at the local 
radio station.  All this for a gift! 
 Every year it amazes me how crazy everyone gets around the holidays, and for 
the wrong reasons.  I guess it shouldn’t surprise me now, seeing as it happens every 
year, but yet I still find myself amazed at how we all get so frazzled, stressed, and 
hectic this time of year – myself included.  Yes, even though we make that promise 
every year that this is going to be the year we don’t get caught up in it all, it just 
never seems to happen.  The holidays are just naturally a hectic, harried, and chaotic 
time of year – largely because we have such expectations and we go crazy trying to 
make sure those expectations are met.  So much so, in fact, that sometimes we find 
it hard to believe that God can bless this chaotic and congested time – or that God 
can even be found.  But the thing is, God can’t be contained by society’s rules and 
customs.  Yes, God works outside human conventions to create bridges where we 
cannot even imagine them. 
  So, as we come once again into this season of expectations, I encourage you 
this year to expect the unexpected.  Instead of getting bogged down on the 
traditional expectations and on the chaos which comes with the Christmas season, 
allow God to work through you and bring new possibilities to you.  Be like Mary 
when she was visited by the angel Gabriel and accept the unexpected.  Have faith 
and let God show you miracles beyond your imagination.  Change your 
expectations and understand that God cannot be contained by a box.  Thus, neither 
should we.  In other words, instead of looking for the superficial, we should look 
for the magnificent and the extraordinary. 
 See, part of expectation involves promise.  For Mary it was awaiting the 
promised birth of the Son of God.  She had to wait nine months – a long time to 
wait for something so magnificent.  But she believed enough to keep waiting.  She 
had expectation. 



 What are some promises of God that excite you?  What are some things you 
are waiting for from God?  How can we all be more alert and expectant of God’s 
unfathomable ways?  This holiday season, I encourage you to not be bogged down 
by the normal expectations.  Expect the extraordinary.  Allow God to take shape in 
your lives.  Instead of waiting for Christmas to happen, be awake and ready, and go 
make Christmas happen for others.  And prepare for the greatest gift of all – the gift 
of Jesus Christ.   

“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace” (Is. 9:6, NRSV).  Come, let us welcome our Savior into the world 
once more!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

   1  Jim Krieg 
   2  Billy Beckwith 
   3  John King 
   5  Kiden Housel 
     Tristan Osborne 
     Lynette Seith 
   8  Lori Ford 
   17  Mike Fenton 
   21  Carin Roseberry 
     Mindy Kerzic 
     Judy Ebersole 
   22  Joey Misinec 
   25  Courtney Leininger 
   26  Melynda Litwiler 
   28  Jack Howe 
     Dale Christ 
   29  Danielle Jackson 
     Michael Brail 
 
 

 



 

He knew what they were thinking and said 
to them, “Every kingdom divided against 
itself is laid waste, and no city or house 
divided against itself will stand.” 
-Matthew 12:25 

Now, more than ever, the illusions of 
division threaten our very existence. We all 
know the truth: more connects us than 
separates us. But in times of crisis the wise 
build bridges, while the foolish build 
barriers. 
- King T’Challa, “Black Panther” (2018) 

In a world where division threatens to tear 
us apart, help us to remember that unity is 
our strength. 
 

Thank you to all of you for your 
generosity in our loose change 
offerings, Sunday School offerings and 
donations to the Change the World 
Fund. You’ve seen and heard from and 
about those who we are helping this 
year and you’ve responded! Thank you 
to all! In January, 2025, we’ll let you 
know what we’ve sent to each group. 
There is still time to contribute through 
the month of December. 
When we started this fund, many years 
ago, our goal was that people would 
contribute an equal amount to what 
they spend on their own Christmas—to 
remember that it’s Jesus’ birthday and 
not our own or our families’. Thank 
you again! 
 

  
 
There will be a Mission Committee meeting on Mon., Dec. 30 
at 6:30 to allocate our Change the World funds. 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Thank you so much for your generosity in the protein drive.  You 
will feed many families in the cold months ahead.  I will tell you the 
exact inventory of donations in the next newsletter. 
NEXT UP… 

This month our request is for plain white crew socks.  Many times they are on sale 
at the holidays, so find a great deal and share it with our neighbors.  Last year you 
donated enough sock that we were able to put out 2 pairs every day all the way to 
late spring!!!  Just think how many feet you comforted at school, at work, waiting 
for a bus, and many other places feet need socks!  Thank you, and HERE WE GO 
AGAIN!  Go for it, JUMC! 

 
 
AND, YES, we still need donations of hats, mittens, gloves, 
and scarves.  Especially if they are new or look new.   
      

 
 

 
Are you dealing with the loss of a loved one, or some 
other type of loss, this holiday season?  Are the holidays 
always a difficult time of year for you, for whatever 
reason?  Does the stress and craziness of this season 
burden you?  Is the wide range of emotions which come 

with this time of year hard for you to handle? 
 
If so, then the Longest Night Service is for you.  Or even if you aren’t feeling any of 
these feelings, we all could use a reminder of the hope Jesus brings to us in our 
loneliness and during the holiday season.  All of us could serve to bear in mind that 
Jesus came to us at Christmas as light to a darkened world. 
 
Jefferson United Methodist Church (125 E. Jefferson St.) is holding a Longest Night 
Service on Tuesday, December 17, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Come experience this service of light in the midst of darkness!!! 



Our Senior Ministry 
coordinator, Barb 
Heath has been hard at 
work planning the 
annual R & R 

Christmas celebration. On Thursday, 
December 19th at noon, there will be a 
catered luncheon, followed by a 
concert by the Jefferson High School 
stage band. We will be collecting 
hygiene items for Homesafe on the day 
of the luncheon. The cost is $8 per 
person, or $15 per couple, and 
reservations are required by Dec. 16th. 
Please contact the church office or 
Barb (440-576-5716) to RSVP, or with 
any questions.  
 

 
Christmas Eve Service 
of Lessons and Carols 

Tuesday, December 24 at 7:30 p.m. 
Come celebrate the birth of Christ 
through Scripture, carols, music, 
message, Holy Communion, and 
candlelighting!!! 

 
This year, the finance committee has 
decided to designate our Christmas 
Eve offering to the JUMC campership 
fund. In 2024, we supported the UMC 
camp experience for 5 kiddos. It is our 
hope to continue encouraging the faith 
development of our youth. However, it 
has been several years since we have 
held a fundraiser for this purpose. So, 
as we celebrate the beautiful gift of 
God’s earthly presence, we invite you 
to help our youth experience Him 
through the love of their counselors 
and the beauty of His creation at 
summer camp. Envelopes are available 
in the sanctuary and in the office. 
 

 
 “Carols and Cocoa” – 
Tuesday, December 10 at 
6:30 p.m. in Wesley Hall.  

Bring some Christmas cookies, enjoy some 
hot cocoa, and sing your favorite Christmas 
carols.  A fun time for all!!
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