
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                         

         

 

Our Mission: To make disciples of Jesus Christ  

for the transformation of the world. 

Our Motto: Love God ~ Love Others ~ Serve the World 
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Jefferson United Methodist Church 

125 East Jefferson Street 

Jefferson, OH 44047 

440-576-4561 

admin@jeffersonumc.com 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Office Hours: 
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I have to say, I have always loved Thanksgiving, and not just because it begins the Christmas 
season – my favorite time of year.  Rather, I have enjoyed the time to share with family, to 
reflect on all the blessings I have been given in the past year, and, of course, a great meal is 
pretty neat, too! 
  
But I think we all would agree that Thanksgiving seems to have lost its meaning over the years.  
Instead of a time to give thanks it has become a time to stuff our faces with food, have big family 
gatherings, and watch or play football.  And of course, it is also the beginning of the holiday 
season!  We know that once Thanksgiving comes, all bets are off as we jump right into the 
craziness of another Christmas marked by shopping, decorating, parties, and food. 
  
Yes, Thanksgiving is a fine concept and a great American holiday, but do we really take the 
holiday as a time to express our thanksgiving?  Because even though Thanksgiving is a great 
American tradition, it is also a great Christian virtue.  Throughout Scripture we read about 
moments of thanksgiving.  We are consistently commanded by God to give thanks in all that we 
do.  So, keeping this in mind, isn’t there a way to make Thanksgiving about more than turkey 
and football?  Can’t we find a way to make it more meaningful? 
  
 
Well, let me help you out.  As Christians, we can make this holiday far more significant than 
society makes it.  We can ensure that it is not just a steppingstone to Christmas.  How?  By 

“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is 
and who was, for you have taken your great power 

and begun to reign” (Rev. 11:17).   

At the end of this month, a great American tradition will 
occur as we once again plan to celebrate Thanksgiving.  
And while other countries celebrate Thanksgiving in some 
way, it is true that Thanksgiving was originally an 
American holiday.  Its roots, as we know well, go back to 
the days of the Pilgrims. The First Thanksgiving was a great 
feast by the Pilgrims and the Native Americans meant to 
celebrate and give thanks for making it through a difficult 
year – the first year for the Pilgrims in the New World.  As 
time has gone on, we have also made Thanksgiving a time 
where we give thanks for the harvest as well as the year 
gone by. 



 

 

expressing our thanksgiving to God for all that we have been given.  And how do we do this?  
Well, many ways, but let me get you started with a few ways we read in Scripture: 

1.  We express thanksgiving through song.   
2.  We express thanksgiving through prayer.   
3.  We express thanksgiving to God.   

 
So, this Thanksgiving, take some time to recover the true Spirit of the holiday.  Make it about 
more than turkey, afternoon naps, and football.  Give thanks to God!  For by thanking God, we 
remind ourselves of how great and wonderful our God truly is.  As it says in Revelation 11:  “We 
give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken your great power 
and begun to reign” (Rev. 11:17).  Thus, as you gather around the table at the end of this month, 
remember to give thanks!!!  
                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Community Thanksgiving Meal 

November 27, 2025 (Thanksgiving Day) 

Everyone is invited 

3:00-6:00pm 

Donations are appreciated. 

Pies and other desserts are always appreciated!! 

Please join us for a wonderful day of food and fellowship. 

For more info call Lisa 440-563-8758 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

                                                          

             

  3  Fran Wilson 

         3  Jacob Westcott 

  3  Zane Jerome 

        5  Marcia Kepiro 

  5  Joanne Martin 

  8  Tim Mizer 

15  Jeannie Hoffman 

20  Ron Ensell 

25  Nancy Phillips 

27  Betty Jacques 

30  Dave Neubauer 

 
 

Happy Birthday! 

 

 
 



 

 

        Friday, November 14 from 6-8 p.m. 

        Bring your favorite board or card 

        game(s) and a snack to share! 

 

        Come enjoy some fun & fellowship!  

         

 

 

Pastor Jeremy’s England Trip Presentation 

Sunday, November 9 following worship 

Curious about what Pastor Jeremy saw and learned 

on his John Wesley Heritage Tour in England?  

Well, after worship, grab your donuts and coffee  

and come see, as he shows pictures and talks about 

his experiences!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hanging of the Greens 

Sunday, November 23 following worship 

Come help get our church ready for the holiday season!!! 

 

 

 



 

 

                                                                            Stewardship Focus – “The Seed that Fell on Good Soil:         

                                                                                                      Growing Our Story” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This stewardship season, we will discover "The Seed that Fell on Good Soil: Growing Our Story," and seek to 

further grow the story we have to share. Based on Adam Hamilton's 𝐸𝑛𝑜𝑢𝑔ℎ, we will ascertain how the giving 

of our time, talents, energy, and resources through a life of generosity and simplicity leads to the joy of watching 

that story produce fruit. Furthermore, we will take a look at the past, present, and future of our story as we 

contemplate what the next chapter may be for us. And at the end, we will all have the opportunity to make our 

commitments to God and to the Church for the coming year! Join us and help our story grow!!! 

 

 

Thank You for Your Kindness 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Jesus' Parable of the Sower, we read about different 

places that the seed fell - in the rocks, amongst the thorns, 

on the path where birds ate it, in good soil. And we are 

told that the seed which fell in the good soil was the seed 

that grew to produce fruit. Furthermore, Jesus tells us that 

the seed is the Word of God, and that those who hear it 

and allow it to grow in them are the good soil. 

 

As we continue to seek to share our story - to new 

people...in new places...in new ways - we want that story 

of faith to grow! And so, we need to be like the seed in the 

good soil. For if we tend to our story, it will grow and 

produce fruit just like that seed. Part of this involves the 

commitment to generosity and simplicity - the giving of 

our time, talents, energy, and resources - which leads to 

joy...the joy of watching our story flourish and grow as 

more people hear it. So, may we all make that dedication 

and watch the fruit be produced a hundredfold!!! 

3 

I thank my God for every remembrance of you, 
4 

always in every one 

of my prayers for all of you, praying with joy 
5 

for your partnership in 

the gospel from the first day until now.-Philippians 1:3-5 

 

To our family at JUMC, 
THANK YOU for the immense love and support you have given Bob and I since day 
one of us walking through the doors of Jefferson United Methodist Church.  We 
were overwhelmed at mom’s going away party seeing so many friends, and I’m 
sure that she was thrilled to see so many of her new friends come to say 
goodbye.  You are amazing and we are eternally grateful.   
We love you - Bob and Maribeth Davis 
 



 

 

                                                                                                                                                           

But Peter and the apostles answered, 
“We must obey God rather than any 
human authority.”  - Acts 5:29 

Wars will be stopped only when soldiers 
refuse to fight, when workers refuse to 
load weapons onto ships and aircraft, 
when people boycott the economic 
outposts of Empire that are strung 
across the globe. 
- Arundhati Roy, “Public Power in the 
Age of Empire” 

Prayer of the Day

God of justice and courage, strengthen 
our hearts to obey you above all earthly 
powers, that we may refuse to fuel the 
engines of war and instead labor for 
peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Book Circle for November 2025 

Bring your lunch & beverage at 

noon & keep reading! 

CHANGE OF BOOK! 

November 20: Jayber Crow                

by Wendell Berry 

December: Stay tuned! 

January: Something to Look 

Forward To by Fanny Flagg 

February: Buckeye by Patrick Ryan 

Join us!! 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

and mittens.  We put out hats and socks every day from November to the end of April, 
trying to keep our friends warm and well.  Will you be a sock angel this winter? 

                                       

 

HEARD IN PASSING 

How wonderful it is to hear the little chirps and peeps of the babies and toddlers in the 
church on Sunday morning! They are safe in their nest with all of us at JUMC, the future of 
our world, and our church.  Welcome, Little Ones! 

 

CAMBODIA:  SUSANNA WESLEY MINISTRIES 

This month, in addition to sharing the newsletter below, we're highlighting the three 
students we support in Cambodia. These students are working on their college degrees. 
Enjoy reading the biographies of the three girls which can also be found below. We send 
$600 each year for each of the three students. Thank you all for your support through the 
Change the World Fund, which is supported by the loose change offerings each month 
and any other donations.  

In the last few weeks, we have received so many treats, fruit juices, and 
other magic, our clients must have been tickled pink.  But now, we enter 
the season of cold, wet weather, and sloppy sidewalks, and on and on.  
This is the season when Susanna begs for socks and hats for our visitors.  
We have received two beautiful donations of hats:  from Ruth Rae and 
from Edna Williams.  But we still need hundreds of socks, gloves and 
mittens.  We put out hats and socks every day from November to the end 
of April, trying to keep our friends warm and well.  Will you be a sock 
angel this winter? 

                                      

 

 

HEARD IN PASSING 

How wonderful it is to hear the little chirps and peeps of the babies and 
toddlers in the church on Sunday morning! They are safe in their nest 
with all of us at JUMC, the future of our world, and our church.  Welcome, 
Little Ones! 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 

Greetings, 
As October comes to an end, we give thanks to God for every moment He has given us here in 
Cambodia. The hot season has passed, and we can feel the cool wind has arrived. This month has 
been filled with His grace, guidance and many blessings through the ministry and our time with 
students. May we all continue to see God's hand at work in every season.  
 

SWM team,  
Phnom Penh 
 



 

 

  

Here is some additional information about Sreyleak Lai. She is passionate about 

pursuing a degree in public administration and hopes to use her education to make a 

positive impact in her community. She dreams of becoming an administrator, either in 

a company or in a government office in her hometown,and is highly motivated to 

achieve her goals. She is currently looking for a part-time job related to her major, 

which is why she has been working as a barista for a while.  

 



 

 

SNAP Cuts on the Horizon for Ohio Households 

 

 
 

 

  

  

  

  

  
 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) helps more than 

one million Ohioans purchase healthy and nutritious food each year. 

SNAP primarily benefits children, seniors, those with disabilities and 

many hardworking families. In Ohio, SNAP benefits are distributed to 

different households over the course of the first 3 weeks of the month. 

Here are specific changes that begin on November 1st that will cost many 

in our communities their daily bread. 

 

1.New Bureaucracy: The federal government in July added a lot more 

bureaucracy to SNAP in HR 1. These bureaucratic work reporting 

requirements add additional requirements for many households who will 

be at risk of losing benefits. You can read more about these here.  

 

2. Immigrants will lose SNAP: Under U.S. law, an undocumented immigrant has never been eligible 

for SNAP. However, many legal immigrants such as refugees and asylum seekers fleeing violence and 

war torn areas will lose out on food security as a result of H.R.1. You can read more about the impact of 

the federal policy changes on those new neighbors following U.S. law here.  
 

3. The Federal Shut Down means no SNAP benefits in November: We learned last week from 

ODJFS that SNAP benefits will not be distributed in November in Ohio as a result of the federal shut 

down. In Ohio SNAP benefits are distributed onto household EBT cards by the 20th of the month. 

There was hope that the federal government would provide a mechanism for states to issue partial 

benefits, or allow those who receive benefits early in the month to receive them. However, the federal 

government continues to play politics with hardworking Ohioans lives.  
 

You can read more about SNAP in the federal government shut down here.  
 

Different states are responding differently, and at this time it is unclear if the Ohio General Assembly or 

Governor will intervene on behalf of more than one million Ohioans who won’t be able to buy groceries 

in the coming weeks. 
 

All of these federal cuts come on the heels of Ohio's operating budget last spring cutting funding for 

Ohio's food bank system by more than $7 million a year. 
 

The federal and state government must prioritize hungry neighbors and guarantee that all receive their 

daily bread. 
 

Join us in November to talk about the cuts to America's number one defense against hunger - SNAP. 
 

Join us on Thursday at 7:00-8:00 on November 13th to talk about SNAP and other issues threatening 

the food security of Ohioans. Sign up Here!  

 

 

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SNYHID0cgDJeR88MOfSMuczU5G1R22eA944hLM9DlFQzZu_1Z1zfvzNX_Zhx58qu_e7ovf08dcLt762JypJcaMmApSs2AnG_5EP-yhfR7Oq97HM8BEP58ZMXH-uOqPwAPzmsIcaktFxY8QFZGuouek2RsdH2MAWW_4JwZoTICeuSL_RiCOt-430BANZUn3D9o0SP1F7R2WSzdHTbrv1dLbKpzYxoUhN2j3MYg7EQWOnJ8nyzrviekHpQ8ldnwGrT_lzO13V1JlEijuOoJEgf94vh5cYiQ0yhh-Ygc1DeThrSRT8Bnga-IJBQXfXXFefV/4l3/LRdaSk0SRoemADF8LhWAqA/h0/h001.0W7pOphn9spPt8iq_G_s-iNe33_9BaiLdMItkOXdzDg
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SNYHID0cgDJeR88MOfSMubc6f2aYicjO-60FhWcV-1USf2MibeI6kSYWpOan6L_IGJd6mWRyB3WkxCH-43kF5scehSpiNe-66mTLJyWeEZe5cRq6hnvbXMzR5E-WZNQBB1sgjGgDMrEoM_icAjetKqK03Ks0nFQe43fyIxOu_DL4Xq7xLGJ1axJHXsDBj5_wTt-d0aVS-c6IxKwK0YAfArmlJLtd66oTvlu0BYIXFI6ah_lB-_6X-yULZ_fp40PTXDgEnVg0L87lJwPHH2hKfMpw4W4-V6LPaffwYT2Vf277XSj91LC4mWXK3Oz0nXVbYOrYmz2Xj-RUIsmj1vPHtj86utqQwZoScPcLD5tw2eRpSxJ_uOSU7TDocGCsXZOXvO7zTPtKucyv0rKJtW8aZQ/4l3/LRdaSk0SRoemADF8LhWAqA/h1/h001.h4zHsIiHIUNlBuP3hZP1eJpMr3iyOpb_FfRqoaLx_RA
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SNYHID0cgDJeR88MOfSMubc6f2aYicjO-60FhWcV-1USf2MibeI6kSYWpOan6L_IGJd6mWRyB3WkxCH-43kF5scehSpiNe-66mTLJyWeEZe5cRq6hnvbXMzR5E-WZNQBB1sgjGgDMrEoM_icAjetKqK03Ks0nFQe43fyIxOu_DL4Xq7xLGJ1axJHXsDBj5_wTt-d0aVS-c6IxKwK0YAfArmlJLtd66oTvlu0BYIXFI6ah_lB-_6X-yULZ_fp40PTXDgEnVg0L87lJwPHH2hKfMpw4W4-V6LPaffwYT2Vf277XSj91LC4mWXK3Oz0nXVbYOrYmz2Xj-RUIsmj1vPHtj86utqQwZoScPcLD5tw2eRpSxJ_uOSU7TDocGCsXZOXvO7zTPtKucyv0rKJtW8aZQ/4l3/LRdaSk0SRoemADF8LhWAqA/h1/h001.h4zHsIiHIUNlBuP3hZP1eJpMr3iyOpb_FfRqoaLx_RA
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMYVK2MbinTMM-0-KGUWl3CUKnEcZiJVVOfoSGqGTMPTR5Zd9V1Ktv1e4vm488nPIzFcSimqfIPoLeNS_VcDK6lohzvPnbYKmHsLggUP8ptEWQE9MQen-6tWylH5TgRi6n_KGYiZjCUDiVFCu2szhEjEWQdo78RpB6uM9cWd8rdz9eYQqRR6YLOUOFP18keDEQZEDbnp3_DNmV9ej2Ar96zubRNvqGt5UrENwWjy3i24VM6zwkmAbU9edIr-3ldHDDYktxsA9uybcPZXYr6gfwfNjuBCGUP1CD9VAITwZfyxqWa2ok4CoQn_zBVHjfxjBg5E2JrsP2Rll77F5QmSbALER6Xp_-UyBRUSHivhsYawq/4l3/LRdaSk0SRoemADF8LhWAqA/h2/h001.eWxbyIvwvj5yhdL6ERsrujF2JM2BqTsS5bXFHAH5dmk
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMbB7vebZcoL0f7embQyqF4EJ-1IB6Mq0franHM5zI9l410DCGRHhJeFz8gkEs98tbM-jCsOkKGKwbrnJh3kSkiPFkUuiNqsGjPA3VsT_4OpL7RamiHZoz2y8dyf75wxLkcg7R3i4Ei67SlMpE1A8NmfmmwjNucBl-KqlGnlDh9xbLGqCgHtkHT7OmR_2bUybS4JEufBY8xWAlIagFolbbh2XMrilTJomVGVXRzd6gt3sceiDiI7d6DdrIxsj48e32A/4l3/LRdaSk0SRoemADF8LhWAqA/h3/h001.KghICGpnx4uf8_1FHt7lQj3Gme4x0ckA4_NbnI_b3qE


 

 

                                                                                            
                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
News from Finance 

 
 

As you know, the parsonage roof project has been completed. The total cost of the roof was 

$13,324.58. Monies were borrowed from the Emergency Building Fund to pay for the roofing 

project. We have been replenishing that fund with contributions as they have been received. We 

want to thank those of you that have contributed. To date we have received $9,251.87 in 

donations which includes the proceeds from the Mystery Dinner in the amount of $818.87. If 

you would like to contribute toward repayment of the Emergency Building Fund, any help 

would be greatly appreciated! 

 

 

 

Did you know??? 
(a tip from the Finance Committee) 
According to the IRS, “Required Minimum Distributions” (RMDs) are minimum 

amounts that IRA and retirement plan account owners generally must withdraw 

annually starting with the year they reach age 73. Generally, these withdrawals are subject 
to income tax.  However, if you choose to have your RMD sent directly to the church, it does 

not count toward your taxable income.  Several of our members have chosen this method of 

giving. This could be a good way to increase your contributions to the church and possibly 
save you money in return!   

 

Check with your tax or financial advisor for the details. 

 

CHRISTIAN CAFÉ UPDATE 

BREAKFAST FOR DINNER??? 
 

On Tuesday, November 4, we will be serving breakfast 
for dinner. Bakers, instead of desserts, we will need 
breakfast treats – muffins, coffee cake, sweet rolls and  

doughnuts to name a few. So, pull out your favorite recipe and make it a 
scrumpdiddlyumptious affair.  Carol has left a few “tried and true” recipes in the 
office if you want to check them out.  Barb will be happy to copy one for you! 



 

 

                                                                           

 

Support Group Update 

In the October Newsletter, it was announced that a Care for Caregivers Support group 

would begin here at JUMC.  I am happy to announce that it has officially begun. Our first 

meeting was held on October 16 with 7 individuals attending. We understand at least 6 

additional caregivers are likely to attend.  The group will meet again on Monday, 

November 10, at 11 am in Angel's Wing. The current plan is to continue our meetings on 

the second Monday of each month at 11 am.  As we evaluate the input from the October 

attendees about their biggest challenges, we will begin to plan our meetings going 

forward. Evaluation of the caregiver needs will also lead to conversations about how our 

church family can help support them, so stay tuned for updates.   
 

If you would like more information, please contact Maribeth Davis at 440 344 4582 or 

Martha Haluszka at 440 862 2331.  

 

 

 

     

                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

Messiah Chorus of Lake County 
75th Anniversary Presentation of Handel’s Messiah 

Sunday, December 7, at 4 P.M. 
St. Gabriel Catholic Church 

9925 Johnnycake Ridge Rd, Concord, OH 
 

For more information, contact 

Martha Haluszka 440 862 2331                                                                              
 

 
 

CARE FOR CAREGIVERS



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


